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BIME RAIN GARDEN EXAMPLES:

ys.org to learn more
about rain garden installation and care, and view local
garden photos.

M Reduce flooding in our communities.

B Protect and replenish drinking water supplies.
B Provide important food and shelter for wildlife.
M Replace wet areas with a lovely garden feature!

B Filter pollution out of rainwater & melting snow.

HOW 70 MAKE A RAIN GARDEN

Shaped like a bowl, a rain garden captures water and
soaks it into the ground — just as nature intended!

A simple rain garden slows and reduces the runoff that
flows from your property while providing a lovely
landscape feature. You can turn a spot in your yard into
a beautiful garden — with benefits!

In most yards, a rain garden can be easily installed with
the following 7 steps:
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0 Select native plants and shrubs (some drought tolerant, some
~ water-loving) to plant in your rain garden. Local nursery staff can
help with your selections.
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@ Use natural (dye-free) mulch to avoid weed growth.

o Water plants as needed in
the first growing season.

Once established, your rain
garden will not need watering,
mowing or fertilizing!

0 Choose an area in your yard that gets water from your
N roof downspout or driveway runoff. Make sure the
area is free of tree roots and at least 10 feet
away from foundations and utilities.
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0 Dig a 4" to 8" flat-bottomed bowl in a shape and
size of your choice. Use the dirt to create a ridge
on the downhill side to help collect more rainwater.
Ponding water should soak into the ground within

2 days so as to not breed mosquitoes.
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12"- 24" deep absorbent soil mixture

COMPOST MiX
TOPSOIL

Loosen bottom soil
up to 12" and mix in
compost, sand and
topsoil to create a
loose, absorbent soil
mixture.

Check your soil to
see if you have clay.
Clay soils must be
removed to create
good drainage.
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